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Thank you very much indeed for your kindletter which 
I was most interested to read. 

You certainly deserve the success which your book 
'Whitewash 1 is obviously achieving, but despite that 
success and all your fine efforts for us to take on 
'Whitewash 1 for this country would be courting suicide 
and I will tell you why. 

Two major books are announced on this subject in the 
Bookseller and there is also the Penguin edition of one 
of them. This means that there is going to be another 
surfeit. Bodley Head have announced 'Rushed to Judgment* 
by Mark Lane for September 22nd and we would unquestionably 
come in at the tail end which would be fatal. 

You must, too, realise that while the subject is a vital 
one for the American public, although there is interest 
over here there is nothing like the same interest in Great 
Britain. Hutchinson bring out Edward "j. Epstein's 
'Inquest 1 on the 26th September and I gather the French, 

Italian and German rights have been sold. 

Much as I would like to give you comfort we could not 
possibly compete in all the circumstances and if we were 
to compete we would be courting disaster and you may take 
it that I am not talking off the top of my head when I say this. 
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What I would like to do is to have an early look at 
your second volume and you may be quite sure that if 
this fits in with our programme and is 'our kind of book 1 , 
we shall be happy to make you an offer. 

I am sorry to be so dampening but publishing today in 
Britain is a fiercely competitive business with very small 
margins and while we are as 'on the ball* as any firm over 
here, we do have to face up to the facts of life, 

I wish you continued success with 'Whitewash' and I 
congratulate you most warmly on your tenacity and 
achievement. 







c.c. Gordon Harbord Esq. 
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